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Unit L. The Environment

Essential vocabulary

acid rain — kMcaoTHLI DOEIL
after-effect — nocnenpcrene

alternative forms of transport / sources of energy — ansTepnaTHENEe BHIM

TPAHCNOPTA (HCTOMHHKN SHEPTHH), T.e. He HanocAuHe yinepba oxpywxaromeii cpene

to cut down trees — prLipyGaTe JepeBks

disaster -—— xaracrpoda

dump — cranka

dustbin — mycopuenii Gax

the environment — oKpY*aloNAs cpesa

to harm / damage / destroy / pollute the environment — nanocurs yueps ok-

pyEmameH cpene

to protect the environment (to look after the environment) — sausnars oxpy-

HAIDNIYIO CpejTy

environmentalist [ green (person)) — axonor, (3enenLEn

exhaust fumes — BEIXTONHELE TAIE]

finite resources — ACHEPNAEMBIC HOKONACMBIE

flooding — nasonnenne

habitat — cpena ofuTanma

global warming — rnofansHoe noTennenne

the greenhouse effect — napunkoBrIi 3dderT

littler (to littler) / rubbish [ refuse / waste / trash — mycop (MycopuTs), oTxoas
the ozone layer — o30R0BLI cA0i

to pollute — sarpsauats (polluter; polluted; pollution; pollutant (gases))
Lo pour waste into water — CAMBATE OTXOIR B BOJIOCMED

power station — 3MEKTPOCTAHITA

purification system — ouHCTHBIE COOPYHERHA

to recycle — nepepabatiiBate

recycling centers — ueHTps! no nepepaborke 0TXO0R

solar / wave / wind power — 3HEpTHA COMHLA, BOIH, BETPA

toxic waster — TOKCHMHBIE OTXO/E!

ultraviolet light — yneTpadmoneropoe wamyHenne

Vocabulary practice

1.1. Devide the words and expressions given below into two lists: “proiec-

tors of the environment™ and “threats to the environment™,

greenhouse effect, car, power station, national park, smog, Greenpeace, acid rain,

urban development, recycling, species extinction, global warming, lead-free petrol,
exhaust fumes, ozone layer, cutting down trees, toxic waste, rubbish, dustbins,
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1.2. Match word combinations with their iranslations.

to pollute the atmosphere TOKCHUHBEIE OTXOEL
rubbish bin MAPHHKOBL 3pderT
environmental problems IAMPAIHATE aTMOChepy
endangered species IMCKTPOCTAHIHA

acid rain MycOpHBIH Gak

the greenhouse effect nepepaboTannan Gymara
ultraviolet light COMHEMHAR IHEPIUA

solar power npoGnensl OKpYHAOWEH cpens
the ozone layer HEME3OLIHT BH,

power station KHCTIOTHRIA J0#IE

toxic waste YABTPadHOMETOBBIC YHH

recycled paper 030HOBRIH cnofi

1.3 Put in an appropriate word or word combination,

a) All the bottles we use now are made from ... glass;

b) Wolves used to be common throughout Europe, but are now ...;

c) Local people are protesting because the planned new road will ... the envi-
ronment;

d} ... the forest will destroy the habitat of thousands of birds and animals;

¢) The biggest ..., today is the car;

f) ... may cause the ice at the North Pole and South Pole to melt and sea level 1o
rise, leading to serious ... in many parts of the world;

£) ... is the layer of gases that protects us from ... the sun;

h} In the last few years the news has been full of stories of hurricanes, floods
droughts and other ... caused by the weather,

1.4. Tramslate into English.

a) 3axopoHEHHE TOKCHMHEIX OTKONOR B 3EMIE MPHBOTHT K 30 PHIHEHHIO NOMERL,

b) Kicnoraeie nommam HAaHOCHT yiuepd HE TOABKO 3N0POELID MONEH B IPHpOoE,
HO H CTBPHHHBIM 3AAHHAM;

c) 3a nocnenpee BPEMA KONHHECTRO JHP B OI0HOBOM CIIOE PE3K0 BOAPOCID;

d) NMaphurkossifi >dperT BLBan ckonnennem B aTMochepe ra3os, NPENATCT-
BYHOIHX BRIXOMY B KOCMOC TETLIA ¢ NOBEPXHOCTH 3EMITH]

¢) Bo muorux GONBIOMX rOpofaX MHpAa BOJY W3 MECTHREX BOSOSMOB ITHTE
HENB3A, TAK KaK OHA 3ArPAIHela NPOMBIIICHHBIME OTXOI8MH;

f) B peaynerare rnofaisHOMD NMOTEMICHHA CyXHE TPOTIHYECKHE PETHOHEI M-
YT CTATH ClLE CYINS, 3 BISMHEIE — ele RIaKHee,

1.5. Correct the following statements.

a) Acid rain is frendly to nature;
b) The more trees we cut dowr, the more trees grow;
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c) It's better to busy rubbish than to recyele it;

d} The higher the average temperature on the Earth, the better;
¢) Recycling centers are pluces where rubbish is buried;

f) People who are trying to protect nature are called naturalists,

1.6. Explain the following.

Greenpeace alternative forms of transport smog
the preenhouse effect power station ghobal warming
acid rain recyeling dump

The Environment: Problems and Solutions

Problems. Pollution damage to the air, sea, rivers or land caused by chemicals,
waste and harmful gases. The biggest polluter today is the car. Exhaust fumes are
the main cause of bad air quality, which can make people feel ill and have diffi-
culty breathing. This problem is especially bad in big cities where, on days when
there is not much wind, a brown layer of smog hangs in the air. The number of cars
is increasing every year and this causes serious congestion. Governments build
new roads trying, to improve the situation, but this means that they cut down trees
and destroy more of the countryvside.

The greenhouse effect is caused by harmful gases known as greenhouse gases,
These gases are produced when we burn fuels, especially coal bumed in power sta-
tions to make electricity. The gases go up into the Earth's atmosphere and stop heat
from leaving the Earth. As the heat cannot escape, the temperature on the Earth is
running up. Thig is known as global warming. Global warming may result in the
melting of the ice at the Poles and rising of sea levels, leading to serious flooding
and other disasters in many parts of the world. In other places the temperature will
rise and there will be less rain, tuming more of the land into desert.

Holes in the ozone layer. The ozone layer is a layer of gases that protects us
from ultraviolet light coming from the sun, which can have a harmful effect on
animals and causes skin cancer in humans.

Acid rain is a rain harmful to the environment because it contains acid from
factory smoke. Acid rains cause damage to trees, rivers and buildings.

Species extinction is a natural feature of the evolution of life on earth, the best-
known example is the disappearance of the dinosaurs, In the last 400 years, how-
ever, human activities have been responsible for the loss of most of the animals
and plants that have disappeared.

Deforestation is the term used to describe the disappearance of forests from
large parts of the world's surface. Deforestation has been oceurring steadily since
the XX-th century.

Solutions. Alternative forms of transport. One of the main problems with cars
is that they cause a lot of pollution and often carry only one person. Public trans-
port is more environmentally friendly because buses and trains can carry large
number of people at the same time. Even cleaner solutions are electric cars and bi-
cycles,



Alternative energy sources such as wind, wave and solar power do not pollute
the environment. They are much cleaner than oil and coal, but it's more difficult to
get them regularly,

Recyeling is another solution: instead of throwing away glass, paper, cans can
be taken to special “banks” and recycled there.

Protesting, Many people try to protect the environment by joining environmental
groups that inform people about ecological problems and try to persuade governments
to take more care of the environment, especially by organizing problems.

1.7. Which word in each line is the odd one out? Why?

car bicycle plane space rocket

to pollute to harm to litter to recycle

ultraviolet light acid rain smog the greenhouse effect
rain flooding melting air pollution
recycling burying rubbish planting trees  ecological education
1.8. Translate from Russian into English.

CHA B3 TIRABHEE npoGnem OXPAHATE OKPYRAIULYIO Cpefy
NEPEBOEHTS K.-0l. HHPOPMHPOBATE O 4.-I1.
OJIHOBPEMEHHD yhewnaTs

BLIGPACKBATE HAHOCHTS YIIepd w.-11.
nepepalaTLBaTL BLIX/IOIHEIE [R5

HCIIPaBHTE TION0MEHHE CHUIATE TOILHED

BpafaThBaTe MNEKTPAYECTEO Y CTBIHA

FAMTHIATE K.~/ OT .M. BHIBIBATE 4.-11., DBITH NPHYHHOH

1.9. Fill in the correet word derived from the word in brackets.

The Environment: Our Responsibility,

These days it is ... (possible) to open a newspaper without reading about the damage
we are doing to the environment. The earth is being ... (threat) and the future looks _.
{hormor). What can each of us do?

We cannot clean up our ... (pollute) rivers and seas overnight. Mor can we stop the ...
(appear) of plants and animals. But we can stop adding to the problem while ... (science)
search for answers and laws are passed in nature’s ... (defend). It may not be s0 casy to
change your lifestyle and habits ... (complete) but some steps are easy to take: cut down
the amount of ... (drive) you do or use as little plastic as possible. It is also easy to save
encrgy, which also reduces ... (house) bills.

We must all make a personal ... (decide) 1o work for the fiture of our planet if we
want to ... (sure) a better world for our grandchildren.

1.10. Answer the questions on the text.

a) Why is the car the biggest polluter? What are other polhuters?
b) Why can the greenhouse effect be dangerous?
¢) What do you know about holes in the ozone layer?

&

d) What are the aliernative forms of transport? Can they really solve the prob-
lem of air pollution?

e) What is recycling?

f) Do you think the protests organized by the “greens”™ are really effective?

1.11. Points for discussion.

1. Observe environmental problems and solutions to them.
2. Think of some consequences of the environmental problems. Use the 1-st
and 2-nd Conditionals and don’t forget about modal verbs,

Ex.: If the average temperature increases it might lead to flooding.
If there were no ozone layer we would die of skin cancer,

3. Do you think that the condition of the environment depends only on industry
or on ordinary people too?
4. We often hear the words “harmful effects of civilization on nature”. What do

they mean? Tllustrate the results of harmful and helpful influences of human con-
tacts with nature.

1.12. Speaking activities. Work in pairs or groups.

a) A: You want to build a new motorway in your city to solve traffic problem.
B: You object to it

b) A: You want to provide seme opportunities for cyclists to ride around the city,
B: You are a driver and vou object to it

c) A: You want to construct a new car park next to B's house,
B: Persuade him not to do that,

d) A: You want to drink some tap water.
B: Wamn A against doing that.

Ecological Problems of a Big City. London

It was in Britain that the word “smog™ was first used {io describe mixiure of
smoke and fog). As the world's first industrialized country, its cities were the first
to suffer this atmospheric condition. In the XIX-th century London's “pea soupers”
(thick smogs) became famous through descriptions of them in the works of Charles
Dickens and in the Sherlock Holmes stories. The situation in London reached its
worst point in 1952, At the end of that vear a particularly bad smog, which lasted
for several days, was estimated to have caused between 4000 and 8000 deaths,

Water pollution was also a problem. In the XIX-th century it was once sug-
gested that the Houses of Parliament should be wrapped in enormous wet sheets to
protect those inside from the awful smell of the River Thames. In the middle years
of this century, the first thing that happened to people who fell into the Thames
was that they were rushed to hospital to have their stomachs pumped out!

Then, during the 19605 and 1970s, laws were passed which forbade the heating
of homes with open coal fires in city areas and which stopped much of the pollution
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from factories. At one time, a scene of fog in Hollywood films was all that was nec-
essary 1o symbolize London, This image is now out of date, and by the end of the
1970s it was said to be possible to catch fish in the Thames outside Parliament.

However, as in the rest of westem Europe, the great increase in the use of the
motor car in the last quarter of the XX-th century has caused an increase in a new
kind of air pollution. This problem has become so serious that the television
weather forecast now regularly issues warnings of “poor air quality”. On some oc-
casions it is bad enough to prompt official advice that certain people (such as
asthma sufferers) should not even leave their houses, and that nobody should take
any exercise, such as jopging, out of doors.

1.13. Find English equivalents for Russian words.

CTpanaTh

a) surprise b) suffer ©) suggest d) surround
YAACHRIH

a) awkward b) available c) awiul d) average
JWIpeLaTh

a) forbid b) forgive c) forget d) foretell
NPCAOCTEPEREHEE

a) warming b) warring ¢} warrant d) waming
KAMECTBO

a) quality b) quantity ) quarrel d) quarner
yeAomHe

a) conviction b) conclusion c) connotation  d) condition

1.14. Complete the collocates below by adding an appropriate noun. Some
can combine with more than one noun.

warming fuels changes rEsSOUrces
effect waste disasters gases
energy rain pollution
fumes layer transport
acid... exhaust...
global... OZONE...
nuclear... public...
natural. ., air...
sed... solar...
finite... greenhouse...
clean. .. recyeled...
noeisy... renewable...
4

L.15. Open the brackets and use the verb in the required tense-form; fill in
the blanks using a word from the following list.

a} weather d) recycling g} environmental
b} exhaust ¢) fuel h) atmosphere
¢} greenhouse effect f) resources i) energy

In recent years, the number of 1) ... problems (to increase) dangerously. One of
the most serious problems is changes to the 2) ... which (1o lead) to the “3) ... "
this (to make) most climates warmer. It already (to affect) several areas of the
world with unusual 4) ... causing droughts or heavy storms. Cutting down on 5) ...
fumes from vehicles (to help) solve the problem. Natural 6) ... such as oil and coal
are not endless, so using the other forms of 7) ... such as wind, sun, wave and even
sea waves (to help) preserve our planet. Very soon we (to be able) to drive cars in
cities that run on electricity — a much cleaner 8) ... than petrol. And we can also
help to preserve finite resources by 9) ... things made of glass, aluminium, plastic
and paper.

1.16. Translate into English.

a) Bueperie cnoso 4cMor: noasiaock B Benukobprranmy;

b) Onwo spema norfoscknil TyMan B ronieeyackns duaemax Gun HeoTheM-
nesMbid cHsBonos Sownona:

¢} POCT HENOAB30BAHKA ARTOMODHIEH NPHBEN K POCTY 3arpAIHEHNA aTMOCthe-
il dabpHEanmu;

d) B cepenmme wecTiaecaTsix Gbll NPHHAT 38K0H, KOTOPLI KOHTPONHpPOBaN
TArpAIHEHBe aTocdeprl dabpHRanMT;

€) B HEROTOPBIX CAYNAAX, KOMOA JArPAIHEHHE NPEBLIIAST HOPMY, GonnubiM
ACTMON PEKOMEHIYIOT HE BEIXOIWTE W3 A0Ma;

) Moaei, ynasnx 8 Temsy, cpaty oTNparnasnu i GoNbHHILY, FIe MM Jerany
MPOMBIEAHE ey IKa;

g) NoBopar, 9To B cepeune ceMBIecATEX B Tem3e yae Mo#Ho OLNO NODHTL
priy.

1.17. What environmental problems do these passages refer to?

a) Some experts predict that by 2090 the average temperature can be higher
than today;

b) For some years scientists checked and rechecked their findings. By October
1984 the “hole” over Halley Bay showed a 30 per cent reduction in ozone;

¢} The alarm was sounded in 1970 by the Scandinavian countries where acid
rain has destroyed all life in many of their lakes;

d) Gone for ever, for example, are seventeen species of bears, five of wolves
and foxes, four of cats, five of horses and zebras and three of deer;

e} Around the world between 11 and 15 million hectares of tropical forest are
lost every year, an area larger than Austria,




)25 % of the world’s electricity comes from dams and rivers;
&) At the moment most countries only turm between 5 % and 10 % of their rub-
bish into energy.

1.15. Points for discussion.

1. How did they manage to get rid of smog in London?
2. Describe the ecological situation in your city / town, Compare it with previ-
ous times. Use used to when talking about past.

Ex.: There are more cars nowadays than there used to be,

3. Compare ecological situation in the city and in the countryside. Use com-
parative formulas (e.g. much cleaner, better than, as ... as, etc.).

4. How can the condition of the environment influence the climate, for example
in your city?

5. Speak about practical steps being undenaken to protect the environment.

How Can We Contribute to Solve the Rubbish Problem?

Here are some ways to beat the throw-away society. All of them are cleaner
and cheaper than burying rubbish,

Throw away less rubbish. In Denmark, for example, it's illegal to sell drinks
in cans. And it's not just governments which can produce less rubbish. 1t"s ordi-
nary people, too. For example, anvone can decide to:

» buy products with as little packaging as possible;

« use and throw away fewer plastic bags;

+ waste less paper.

Turn rubbish into energy. How? By bumning it. The use of rubbish as fuel isa
good idea because it:

« saves fossil fuels;

« means burying less rubbish;

« cuts pollution.

Energy from rubbish is clean and cheaper than energy from fossil fuels. Every
year millions of tones of rubbish are dumped into the ground. It could be used in-
stead to generate electricity, create heat for industrial purposes, of heat hospitals,
schools, public buildings or even whole districts.

Use rubbish agaim. It is possible, in fact, to recycle 80 % of domestic rubbish.
This includes paper, glass, metal and plastic. It's important to increase the number
of recycling centers. For example, there are more “bottle banks” nowadays than
ever before. In many countries there are not only bottle banks but also aluminium
banks, steel banks, plastic banks, paper banks, used batteries banks, old clothes
banks, Denmark has an interesting system. Aluminium cans are not allowed to be
sold, nor are non-standard bottles, Any shop which sells bottled drinks has 1o ac-
cept retumed bottles.
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This system significantly reduces the amount of glass thrown away as refuse
and the amount of broken glass turning up in the countryside and on the beaches.

Spread knowledge about rubbish problem among people and inform them
what they can do to reduce it.

L.19. What can we do with rubbish? List as many actions as you can.
Ex_: to burn rubbish...

1.20. Match English words and word combinations with their Russian
equivalents,

plastic bags HEIKOHOMHO PACXOA0BATE ByMary
to cut pollution HCMOABIOBATE 9.-11. CHOBA
recycling centers frrToBod Mycop

lo generate electricity NOMHITHNEHOBE [RKETE

used batteries BHPAfATRIBATE ANEKTPHHCCTRO

to bury rubbish TONAHED

Lo re-use CHIKATE JArpasHene

fuel JANOPOHHBATE MYCOp

domestic rubbish HCNOUIE30EAHAERE Datapeiiky

to waste paper UCHTPE N0 NepepaboTre Mycopa

1.21. Translate into English,

a) Ha camom nene momuo nepepabarsisars Ao 80 % Garrosoro mMycopa;

b) B [asiis Mpojaka HAHTKOS B MeCTAHEIX GaHKax 3anpeilica 3aKoHomM;

¢) ExerofHo 3ax0poHHBATCE MHLIHOHAL TOHH MYCOPA, YTO BEAET K IApARE-
HHED MOYEE] H TOIISMHBIX BOJ;

d) B wactonumii moment B Mupe anmm 10 % mycopa maer ua BHIPABOTEY
WIEKTPOIHEPIHY,

e) CHCTEMa DYHKTOR NPHEMA CTERNOTAPE IHAYHTENLHO CHIBKAST KOJIMHECTBO
BRGPACHBIEMOro BAK pastHToro CTekna,

1.22. Fill in the correct word derived from the words at the end of the
sentence.

a) What can we do to reduce the ... of the atmosphere? pollute
b} The change in the climate has produced ... floods; terror

c) Many rare species are in danger of ... extinet
d) Many of gases produced by factories are ... to our health; harm

¢) Exhaust fumes have ... effects on the environment; damage
f) Many countries must control the growth of the ...; populate
£) Protecting the environment is essential to our ... survive
h) The ... of the environment is everyone’s responsibility; protect
i) While some countries get richer, the ... in the others gets worse; poor

1) Millions of people in the world are threatened with ...: starve
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1.23. Multiple choice.

The Baltic iz a small sea, A ... it becomes B ... very easily. Its water changes
slowly through the shallow straits. 150 rivers run C ... the Baltic. There are hun-
dreds of factories D ... these rivers and millions of people live among them. Seven
industrial countries E ... the Baltic. F ... a lot of big cities lic on its G ... All of
this combined with active navigation of the sea naturally H ... the state of the sea
water and the shoreline flora and fauna.

Once we | ... aseait's very difficult to J ... it. Fortunately all the countries in
the Baltic arca have realized the problem. They co-operate actively K ... solving
ecological problems of the Baltic basin. L ... international law and the national
laws of the coastal states M ... the regime of environmental protection of the Baltic
Sea. The N ... of the agreements among these states is to O ... oil pollution of the
sea, 1o organize rational fishing and the preservation of sea life.

) 2) 3 14

A |as because so that S0

B | muddy dusty dirty | greasy
€ |into out of through ACTOSS
D ja on in above
__E_|gatheraround |encircle | surround round up

F | quite rather pretty Very
G beach coast shore banks
~ H | reflects effects forces affects

I had polluted pollute have polluted | polluted

J | brush clean polish scour

K |in __  lover within for

L | either neither and both

M | deprive define decline defile

N | target point objective am

O | prevent protect preserve pretend

1.24. Points for discussion.

1. What do you do with your domestic rubbish {paper, cans, bottles, etc.)?

2. Are there any “bottle”, “paper”, “cans™ banks in your city? What can you
say about their work?

3. What can you say on the subject of litter on the streets? How is this problem
solved in your city?
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Unit IL. Ecology

Effects of Global Warming

Scientists say the warming of the Earth’s atmosphere has begun try affect plant
and animal life around the world. Scientists from the University of Hanover in
Germany say global waming is affecting endangered species, sea life and the
change in seasonal activities of organisms. Carbon dioxide and other heat-trapping
gases in the atmosphere cause global warming.

Studies show that the Earth's climate has warmed by about sixteenths of one
degree Celsius during the past one-hundred years. Most of the increase has taken
place in the last thirty years.

The German scientists studied different animal and plant populations around
the world in the past thirty years. They say some species will disappear because
they can not move to new areas when their home climate gets too warm.

The scientists say one of the biggest signs of climate change has been the
worldwide reduction in coral reefs. Rising temperatures in the world’s warm ocean
waters have caused coral to lose colour and die.

In the coldest areas of the world, winter freezing periods are now happening
later and ending earlier, Researchers say these changes are having severe effects on
animals such as penguins, seals and polar bears,

Changes in temperature in the air can also affect the reproduction of some rep-
tiles and amphibians. For example, the gender of baby painted turtles is linked to
the average temperature in July. Scientists say even small temperature increases
can threaten the production of male turtles,

In Europe, scientists say warmer temperatures are affecting the spring and au-
tumn seasons. This is affecting the growth of plants and delaying the flight of birds
from one place to another.

Scientists also are concemed about invasions of warm weather species into tra-
ditionally colder areas. Rising temperatures have been linked with diseases spread
by mosquito insects in areas of Asia, East Africa and Latin America.

Britain’s Meteorological Office says worldwide temperatures will continue to
rise during the next one-hundred years. It says have much these temperatures in-
crease will depend on the success of worldwide policies designed 1o slow global

2.1. Scan through the article and contextualise the following vocabulary.

to affect plant and animal life; endangered specie; seasonal activities of organ-
isms; heat-trapping gases; to cause global warming; increase of temperature; o
warm by about sixteenths of one degree Celsius; the worldwide reduction in coral
reefs; rising temperatures; to have severe effects on; o affect the reproduction;
gender is linked to the average temperature; to delay the flight of birds; to be con-
cerned about...; to slow global warming,
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2.2. Find the English equivalents for the following words and expressions.

ELILIBATE TNOOWIBHOE NOTEMIEHHE, IOBLINEHHE TEMIEPaTYPL; IAMELTHTE
APOUECes! FNoGANEHOTD NOTEMNEHHS; HCNMTRIBATE 03a00MeHHOCTS N0 MOBOAY. . .
IAACEEHBATE MPHAST NTHIL NOA 3ABACHT OT CPCAHMX IHAYEHWH TeMnepaTypsl,
BAHATE HA BOCTIPOHIBOMCTRO, OKAATE DEF-LB‘JHM BAHAHHE HA...; NOBLINEHHE TEM-
nepaTypsl; YMEHBILEHHE KOPALIOBELX pHpOB B MHPOBOM MacmTabe; noTenneTs
MPHMCPHD HA SCTh OECATRIX I'Pml.}';aa NAPHHKOBLIE Ta3k; BLIH]-IPBKII.U.HE: BHOE,
OKAIBIBATE BAMAHHE HA EMHBOTHLIA H PACTHTENRHEIA MIP,

2.3. Points for discussions.

1. What do scientists from the University of Hanover in Germany say about the
effect of global warming?

2. What do the studies show regarding the Earth’s climate in recent years?

3. How is the worldwide reduction in coral reefs connected with the problem of
climate change?

4. Single out the main issues addressed in the present article.

5. What kind of policies should be designed to slow global warming?

6. Ruminate on the following subject in writing: “Our world in one hundred
years”,

The Kyoto Protocol: Questions and Answers

As Russia decides 1o back the Kyoto protocol, BBC News Online looks at the
agreement which many say is the best hope for curbing the gas emissions thought
partly responsible for the warming of the planet.

What is the Kyoto Protocol? The Kyoto Protocol is an international agree-
ment setting targets for industrialised countries to cut their greenhouse gas emis-
sions. These gases are considered at least partly responsible for global warming —
the rise in global temperature which may have catastrophic consequences for life
on Earth. The protocol was established in 1997, based on principles set out in a
framework agreement signed in 1992,

What are the targets? Industrialised countries have committed o cut their
combined emissions to 5 % below 1990 levels by 2008—2012. Each country that
signed the protocol agreed to its own specific target, EU countries are expected to
cut their present emissions by 8 % and Japan by 5 %. Some countries with low
emissions were permitted to increase them. Russia initially wavered over signing
the protocol, amid speculation that it was jockeying for more favourable terms. But
the country's cabinet agreed to back Kyoto in September 2004,

Why has Russia decided to back the treaty now? The deciding factor ap-
pears to be not the economic cost, but the political benefits for Russia. In particu-
lar, there has been talk of stronger European Union support for Russia’s bid to join
the World Trade Organization, when it ratifies the protocol. But fears still persist
in Russia that Kyoto could badly affect the country’s economic growth.
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Have the targets been achieved? Industrialised countries cut their overall emis-
sions by about 3 % from 1990 1o 2000. But this was largely because a sharp de-
crease in emissions from the collapsing economies of former Soviet counfries
masked an & % rise among rich countries. The UN says industrialised countries are
now well off target for the end of the decade and predicts emissions 10 % above
1990 levels by 2010. Only four EUJ countries are on track to meet their own targets.

Is Kyoto in good health? Before Russia's backing, many feared Kyoto was on
its last legs. But Moscow's decision has breathed new life into the protocol. The
agreement stipulates that for it to become binding in international law, it must be
ratified by the countries who together are responsible for at least 55 % of 1990
global greenhouse gas emissions, The treaty suffered a massive blow in 2001 when
the US, responsible for about quanter of the world's emissions, pulled out. The ad-
ditional uncertainty over Russia's position was seen as another nail in the coffin,
but observers are now hopeful the 55 % threshold can be reached.

Why did the US pull out? US President George W. Bush pulled out of the
Kyoto Protocol in 2001, saying implementing it would gravely damage the US
economy. His administration dubbed the treaty “fatally flawed”, partly becauss it
does not require developing countries to commil to emissions reductions. Mr. Bush
says he backs emissions reductions through voluntary action and new energy tech-
nologies.

How much difference will Kyoto make? Most elimate scientists say that the
targets set in the Kyoto Protocol are merely scratching the surface of the problem.
The agreement aims to reduce emissions from industrialised nations only by
arpund 5 %, whereas the consensus among many climate scientists is that in order
to avoid the worst consequences of global warming, emissions cuts in the order of
60 %% across the board are needed. This has led to criticisms that the agreement is
toothless, as well as being virtually obsolete without US support. But others say its
failure would be a disaster as, despite its flaws, it sets out a framework for future
negotiations which could take another decade to rebuild. Kyoto commitments have
been signed into law in some countries and in the EU, and will stay in place re-
gardless of the fate of the protocol itself. Without Kyoto, politicians and companies
working towards climate-friendly economies would face a rvuch rougher ride.

What about poor countries? The agreement acknowledges that developing
countries contribute least to climate change but will quite likely suffer most from
its effects. Many have signed it. They do not have to commit 1o =pecific targets, but
have to report their emissions levels and develop national climate change mitiga-
tion programmes, China and India, potential major polluters with huge populations
and growing economies, have both ratified the protocol.

What is emissions trading? Emissions trading works by allowing countries o
buy and sell their agreed allowances of greenhouse gas emissions. Highly pelluting
countrics can buy unused “credits” from those which are allowed o emit more than
they actually do. After much difficult negotiation, countries are now also able to
gain credits for activities which boost the environment’s capacity to absorb carbon.
These include tree planting and soil conservation, and can be caried out in the
eountry itself, or by that country working in a developing country.
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Are there alternatives? One approach gaining increasing support is based on
the principle that an equal quota of greenhouse gas emissions shu_uln:l be allocated
for every person on the planet. The proposal, dubbﬂd‘“mm:ra?lmn nnd conver-
gence”, states that rich countries should “contract” their emissions with the aim
that global emissions “converge” at equal levels based on the a.moum_u:f pollution
scientists think the planet can take. Although many commentators say il 15 not real-
istic, its supporters include the United Nations Environment Programme and the
European Parliament.

2.4. Assignments.

1. Make up your list of phrases on the Kyoto protocol (e.g. emissions trading;
to absorb carbon; to cut combined emissions, etc.).
2. Sum up the main idea of the article.

Kyoto — the only Game in Town

Climate change is no longer a matter of argument. ‘]_'J-w,rr.: is no previous
time in recorded history when the world's temperature has risen so much and so
quickly. Even the 400,000 year probes into the ice cap reveal no parallel. We are
therefore in entirely uncharted waters. Mankind has been pouring med:l‘_md
amounts of filth into the air ever since the beginning of the industrial revolution.
We have a planet that supports vastly more people than ever before and their num-
bers are still growing fast. Every child has expeciations significantly greater than
their fathers and mothers. Those expectations, however limited they may seem to
the rich, are similarly based upon increased consumption which means more
greenhouse gas emissions. )

Optimism. What is done can’t be undone. We have already change‘d our cli-
mate significantly and there is considerably more change on the way, set in train by
the gases we have already released. What we can do is to restrict the growth in l_hnt
change so that we can cope with it. If we allow global warming to grow unrestnct-
edly, then life on the planet will become increasingly impossible as it threatens the
Gulf Stream and other crucial elements that sustain the earth’s benign atmosphere.
Happily, the world is waking up. Just this month, American States are suing the
utilities for their refusal to take global warming seriously. The Chartered Institute
of Insurance is warning all its members of the present realityl crﬁiiimal_e change and
its impact upon insurance risk. Optimism is rising that Russia will ratify the Kyoto
Protocol so it will come into force — even without the Unites States.

Catalyst. So, why Kyoto? It isn't anything like enough. Its targets for reduc-
tion in our greenhouse gases are smaller than we need but it is the first step on the
journey and that is always the hardest. Already, Kyoto I'lns meant that one of T.he
world's two preat trading powers — the European Union — has made major
changes in order to meet its targets for reduction. )

The likelihood is that, by 2012 the 15 longstanding members will have cut
emissions by 8 %. Given how fast emissions were rising, that is a remarkable
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achievement and another example of the huge value of the EU. The decoupling of
economic growth from the growih in emissions is crucial and the latest figures
show that it has been done. Even without coming into force, Kyoto has been the
catalyst for this change.

Rich countries. Its effect even on the US has been remarkable. American busi-
ness and many of the states are responding to its challenge even though President
Bush has behaved with such callous disregard. Without Kyolto, there would have
been no such rallying, no widely accepted program, and no effective base upon
which to build. Kyoto was a deal between the rich countries. Only then could we
expect developing countries to join in the global response. After all, it was the rich
wiorld that caused the problem. Yet, already, China is developing in a much cleaner
way than was forecast. The Kyoto mechanisms which reward clean technology
transfer are indeed, beginning to have some effect not least through international
institutions like the World Bank.

Economic pressure, Of course, America still holds the key. With 4 % of the
world's population it produces 25 % of the world's pollution. Yet, it depends on
world trade and, as the rest of the world makes its investment decisions in the light
of Kyoto, American businesses are losing out to European suppliers working
within the Kyoto system. Mo wonder that it is US business that is pushing Bush to
change. OFf course, any US president will need a way to climb down, ifhe is in ef-
fect to join in. There will be some new package and a different name. But Kyoto is
the only game in town and it will mould and probably save our planet’s future.

2.5. Points for discussion.

1. What might happen if we allow global warming to grow unrestrictedly?
Comment on the headline of the article,

2. Why is climate change no longer a matter of argument?

3. Is Russia’s ratification of the Kyoto treaty an optimistic sign?

4. Why was Kyoto a deal between the rich countries?

5. What are the reasons that made the USA pull out of the Kyoto treaty?

6. Summarise the article (250—300 words).

Climate: What Science can Tell us

Mest climate scientists are convinced they are right to wam us the prospect
ahead is alarming unless we act soon. They accept there are uncertainties but say
human activities are having a clear effect on natural climate change, and that the
Earth could warm dangerously. Their critics say the evidence so far is not conclu-
sive, and think the human impact is so small as to be negligible. But recent find-
ings suggest there are real causes for concern at the speed with which the Earth is
now heating up.

Rapid carbon build-up. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 15
starting work on its fourth assessment report, which should ready by next year.
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One rapidly changing phenomenon is the atmospheric concentration of carbon
dioxide {(C0;), the main greenhouse gas given off by human activities. Analysis of
an ice core drilled from the Antarctic shows the level fluctuated over the last
500,000 years between about 200 parts per million (ppm) during ice ages (o more
like 270 ppm (parts per million) in warmer inter-glacial periods. Before the start of
the Industrial Revolution about 200 years ago, the level of COy in the atmosphere
was around 270—280 ppm. It reached 360 ppm in the 1990s and recently climbed
to a high of 379 ppm. The year-on-year average rise is currently 2 ppm. There is
concemn that Greenland's ice sheet could disappear within the next 1,000 years if
global warming continues at its present rate. Studies forecast an 8 °C increase in
Greenland's temperature by 2350, and researchers believe that if the ice cap melts,
global average sea level will rise by about 7 m (23 fi). Even if global warming
were halted, they say, the rise could be irreversible. This is because it can take dec-
ades or even centuries for actions to produce effects. Another worry is whether
peatlands could release vast amounts of CO, into the atmosphere. The release,
triggered by the higher atmospheric carbon levels, would be an example of what is
called “positive feed-back”, when warming itself causes a further temperature rise.
Scientists say the rate of release is accelerating at 6 % a year, which they think
means that by 2060 the peat could account for greater carbon emissions than the
burmning of fossil fuels.

Vicious circle. The permafrost of northemn Europe arid Morth America is
known to contain large quantities of methane, a potent greenhouse gas, which
could also be released as global warming thaws the tundra. Professor Mike Hulme,
executive director of the Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research, told BBC
News Online: “The evidence that feedbacks are occurring is one of the most stnk-
ing recent findings. Other pieces of evidence are last year's heat-wave in Europe,
and the suggestion that climate change could mean a million species will be at risk
of extinetion by 2050,

Dr. Geoff Jenkins, of the Met Office’s Hadley Centre for Climate Prediction
and Research, told BBC News Online: “Over the last few decades there's been
much more evidence for the human influence on climate. We've reached the point
where it's only by including human activity that we can explain what's happening.
The feedbacks mean that by the end of this century we’ll have lost a lot of the free
buffering that nature provides. As wetlands grow wetter and hotter, for instance, by
2100 they'll probably account for as much methane as human activities”. Both he
and Professor Hulme agree, though, that many uncertainties remain. These include
the role played by clouds and solar radiation.

2.6. Assignments.
1. Interpret the text from English into Russian.
2. Sum up the main idea of the article.

Environs — Myths you can Stop Believing

We were appalled at the public's wealth of environmental misunderstanding.
This article provides some examples.

Oune: Hecycling is the key. Actually, recyeling is one of the least important
things we can do, if our real objective is to conserve resources. Remember the
phrase “reduce, reuse and recycle”? Reduce comes first for a good reason: it's bet-
ter not to create waste than to have to figure out what to do with it. And recycling,
like any other form of manufacturing, uses energy and other resources while creat-
ing pollution and greenhouse gases.

Rather, we need to make products more durable, lighter, more energy efficient
and easier to repair rather than to replace. Finally, we need to reduce and reuse
packaging.

Two: Garbage will overwhelm us. The original garbage erisis occurred when
people first settled down to farm and could no longer leave their campsites after
their garbage grew too deep, Since then, every society has had to figure out what to
do with discards. That something was usnally unhealthy and ugly-throwing par-
bage in the streets, piling it up just outside of town, incorporating it into structures
or simply setting it on fire. Today we can design history’s and the world’s safest
recycling facilities, landfills and incinerators.

The problem is political. Mo ene wants to spend money on just getting rid of
garbage or to have a garbage site in the backyard, The obvious solution is to stop
generating 50 much garbage in the first place. Doing so requires both the know-
ledge and the self-discipline to conserve energy and do more with less stuff,

Three: Industry is to blame. Mo, it's all people’s fault, Certainly industry has
played a significant role in destroying habitats, generating pollution and depleting
resources. But we are the ones who signal to businesses that what they are doing is
acceptable -— every time we open our wallets. And don’t just blame industrial so-
cicties. In his recent book “Earth Politics”, Emst Ulrich von Weizsacker wrote that
“perhaps 90 per cent of the extinction of species, soil erosion, forest and wildemness
destruction and also desertification are taking place in developing countries”. Thus,
even non-industrialized, subsistence economies are ereating environmental havoc.

Four: The earth is in peril. Frankly, the earth doesn’t need to be saved. Na-
ture doesn’t give a hoot if human beings are here or not. The planet has survived
cataclysmic changes for millions upon millions of years. Over that time, it is
widely believed, 99 per cent of all species have come and gone while the planet
has remained.

Saving the environment is really about saving our envirenment — making it
safe for ourselves, our children and the world as we know it. If more people saw
the issue as one of saving themselves, we would probably see increased motivation
and commitment to actually doing so.



2.7. Scan through the article and contextualise the following vecabulary.

environmental misunderstanding; recycling; to conserve resources; to generate
pollution; greenhouse gases; to make smth. more durable; energy efficient pro-
ducts; to reduce and reuse packaging; original garbage crisis; what 1o do with dis-
cards; to pile garbage up outside of town; a garbage site; to be in the backyard; to
generate garbage; to destroy habitats; to deplete resources; to be acceptable; deve-
loping countries; subsistence economies: non-industrialized countries; industrial
societies: the extinction of species; soil erosion; forest and wilderness destruction;
desertification; to create environmental havoe; smb. doesn’t give a hoot if...; to sur-
vive cataclysmic changes; to be about smth.; increased motivation; commitment 1o
do smth.

2.8. Make use of the phrases below while commenting on the article.

a) the article speaks about...;

b) the author touches upon one of the most crucial issues of the present-day
society...;

¢) though the facts show that...;

d) we might as well mention here that...;

e) among other things. . .;

f) it appears so on the surface but...;

£) 1 see no point in saying that...;

h) in fact the exact reverse is the case..

i) of course, there is another point to it...;

j) analogously we can...;

k) let’s call to mind...

2.9, Points for discussion.

1. Which do you think are the most serious environmental problems today?

2. Is there anything that an individual person can do about these problems?

3. What sort of waste do you recyele? Could you do more?

4. Would you ever join an environmental group like Greenpeace or vote for a
green party? ) )

5. What are the reasons why these environmental parties are not very popular
in Russia?

6. Comment on the headline of the article. What is a myth?

7. Summarise the article (150—200 words).

Our Common Threats

The new level of technology, the results of modern scientific knowledge m:?de
people realize that the time came for humans to take responsibility for preserving
the quality of life for the fiuture generations. The conservation movement was try-
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ing to protect endangered species. But suddenly water, air and soil became the
most endanpered parts of thiz planet. Unfortunately people did not realize that until
some drastic events happened, Science can not always predict the result of human
activity, The real struggle for banning nuclear tests in the atmosphere began only
after the scientists discovered radioactive strontium-90 in cattle that fed on grass
and in cows' milk. Both American scientists and Soviet scientists were sure that
there was no ground for worry because the radioactive materials would remain in
the stratosphere for many years. A more alarming discovery showed that each link
in the food chain contains greater levels of concentration of radicactivity than the
link below it. As soon as everybody realized that no matter who does the testing it
increases the level of radicactivity on the whole planet, nuclear testing in atmos-
phere was banned by most countries.

The environmental movement has a global prospective now. In the 19705 envi-
ronmental movement crossed the borders and became the international one. Con-
cems over environment were the subject of a UN conference in 1972 attended by
114 nations. Out of this conference developed the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development. Environmental issues can be resolved only if all
the countries cooperate. There are very positive and encouraging resulls in such a
global cooperation. Ten years ago a historic event, a landmark in environmental
movement took place in Montreal. 24 countries signed a treaty on Substances That
Depleted Ozone Layer.

Later on 150 countries ratified the treaty. The treaty put very strict restrictions
on the use of chemicals that damage the ozone layer — a 10—15 kilometres layer
in the stratosphere that protects the carth from harmful ultraviolet (UV} radiation.
Governments from different countries were participating in the talks — rich deve-
loped nations as well as poor developing ones. We see the results of this treaty
now — 10 wears later. The production of the most dangerous chemical sub-
stance — chlorine-containing chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) went down 76 per cent.
In 1996 industrial countries stopped producing CFCs for domestic use. It is inspir-
ing to know that countries can work together in the face of common danger. It
would be much better if we had not allowed it to happen. Scientists warned us in
time and governments acted promptly. Otherwise the results of radiation could
have been grave for humanity. But if humans want to survive, they need to solve
the problems that humanity faces now,

The Earth Summit on Environment in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 was unproduc-
tive. Barriers are too strong. The economies are too different, the level of problems
facing each country is very different too. We as humans are facing several envi-
ronmental problems that need to be solved if we want to survive. One of the big
problems is the increase of carbon dioxide (COy) in the earth's atmosphere. The
amount CO; in atmosphere remained stable for centuries, at about 260 ppm, but
over the past 100 years it has increased to 350 ppm. The significance of this
change is its potential for raising the temperature of the earth through the process
known as the “greenhouse effect”. Carbon dioxide in the atmosphere prevents the
escape of outgoing long-wave radiation from the earth to outer space; as more heat
is produced and less escapes, the temperature of the earth increases.
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Global warming of the atmosphere would have profound environmental ef-
fects. It would speed the melting of polar ice caps, raise sea levels, change the cli-
mate regionally and globally, alter natural vegetation, and affect crop production.
Since 1850 there has been a mean rise in global temperature of about 1 °C. Some
scientists have predicted that rising levels of CO; and other “greenhouse gases”
will cause temperatures to continue to increase up to 6 °C by the middle of the 2131
century.

Another problem — acid rains — is associated with the buming of fossil fuels,
which is caused by the emission of sulphur dioxide and nitrous oxides into the air
from power plants and motor vehicles. These chemicals interact with sunlight,
moisture, and oxidants to produce what is known as acid rains. Acid rain is a major
global problem. They corrode metals, stone buildings and monuments, injure and
kill vegetation and acidify lakes, streams, and soils. It is known already that low
level air pollution results in general increase in the incidents of bronchitis and em-
physema.

Pesticides present another environmental threat. Pesticides resist biological
degradation. They are insoluble in water, they cling to plant tissues and accumulate
in soils, at the bottoms of streams and ponds, and the atmosphere. Pesticides are a
great threat to humans. Animals that eat plants absorb them, we eat the meat of
these animals, Pesticides are absorbed directly through the skin by fish. Because of
that a lot of fish-eating birds became extinct.

A lot of toxic poisoning that presents a risk to human health oceur at dump
sites. When toxic substances seep into soil and water, the chemicals can contami-
nate water supplies, air, crops, and domestic animals, and have been associated
with human birth defects and diseases. We know about the dangers but the prob-
lem is widening. In a recent 15-year period, more than 4 million new synthetic
chemicals were manufactured, and new ones are being created at the rate of 500 to
1000 each vear. Power plants constitute a great danger to the environment. A lot
has been achieved through common efforts in banning atmospheric testing of nu-
clear weapons by most countries. But nuclear radiation still remains an environ-
mental problem. Power plants always release a certain amount of radicactive
waste, Muclear accidents, which unfortunately happened not than once, release a
lot of radiation into the environment. This happened in 1986 in Chernobyl and sei-
entists still can not comprehend the full effect of this catastrophe.

The world is also experiencing a permanent decline in water quality and water
availability. In a lot of places water supplies are contaminated with toxic chemicals
and nitrates, Waterbome diseases kill 10 million people a year.

We, the human race, are involved in a large experiment — an experiment to
see what will happen to our planet, its health and the health of its inhabitants. The
experiment is a dangerous one. Life itself is at stake. Can we preserve the life? Can
we preserve the quality of life necessary for future generations? When we are sick
we try to take care of ourselves. There is nobody but we, humans, must take care of
the Earth that is sick because of our actions. Can we do something? YES, we can!
We proved that. Is it difficult? Extremely! There are so many of us and we are so
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different — socially, economically, culturally, traditionally. But the Earth does not
know that all these differences exist, that there are borders we created. We are just
one of the life forms that the Earth supports. And we are the only life form that is
able to destroy our life support system. Let’s believe that we are also the ones, who
can maintain it for the many generations to come.

2.10. Comprehension check. Choose the right answer,

1. The real struggle for banning nuclear tests started after seientists discov-
ered that...

a) we have too many nuclear bombs;

b) we don't have any more safe places for having the tests;
¢} traces of radioactivity were found in humans.

2. The treaty on Substances that deplete ozone layer was signed by ...
a) 24 countries; b) B7 countries; c) 150 countries,

3. One of the biggest problems that humanity faces now is ...
a) the speed of the population growth;

b) the increase of the carbon dioxide in the atmosphere;

c) the overproduction of sweet drinks.

4, Pesticides are extremely dangerous for fish because ...
a) pesticides concentrate in top layers of water;

b) fish absorb them directly through skin;

¢} fish eat poisonous plankton.

5. Acid rain is the product of ...

a) all the industries;

b) chemical industry;

¢) burning fossil fuels.

6. Greenhouse effect can be very dangerous because it...
a) might raise the earth temperature;

b)) might cause more pollution;

<) might kill fish,

7. New chemicals are created at the rate of...

a) 50 to 100 each year,

b} 500 to 1000 each year;

¢} 200 to 300 each vear,

2.11. Points for discussion.

1. Explain the phrase “each link in the food chain has a higher level of radioac-
tivity than the link below it".

2. What will happen if the temperature on the planet rises?

3. What do you think about the environmental problems that human society is
facing today?

4. What makes it possible to believe that we can find solutions to the environ-
mental problems?
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Call for Action on Climate Change

The UK government is not doing enough to tackle climate change, according to
a report by a parliamentary committee.

The Environmental Audit Committee attacked ministers for believing that new
technology and market mechanisms will reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The
committee says Britain and the developed world need to reduce emissions by 60—
80 % by 20350, Committee chairman MP Peter Ainsworth called on the government
to draw up a clear plan of action. In its report, the parliamentary committee at-
tacked the Furopean Emissions Trading Scheme, which is central in helping the
EU to bring down greenhouse gas emissions.

The BBC's environment correspondent, Richard Black, said the commitice
found the scheme's regulations were too lax, had minimal impact on emissions and
might lead to windfall profits for electricity generators. He said the government
was currently embroiled in a legal dispute with the European Commission over
Britain's emission allowances under the scheme.

This was a dispute which the audit commitiee said risked “wantonly squander-
ing” Britain's reputation for leadership on climate change, he reported. The com-
mittee believes Britain and the rest of the developed world need to reduce dramati-
cally their emissions, but this cannot be achieved by technology and market
mechanisms alone.

MP Peter Ainsworth, speaking on BBC Radio Five Live, called for a plan of
action. “The govemment chief scientist has said that climate change is one of the
most serious problems facing mankind, and Government has rightly put it at the
head of his interational agenda”, he said. “The trouble is that the rhetoric isn't
wranslating into action”, He said Britain needed to provide clear policies lo direct
the international community.

“What Britain needs to do is to set out a list of achievable goals for the world
community, which involves getting America engaged with this as far as is possi-
ble; but it also crucially involves getting the developing world involved.

The time for talking about this problem is drawing to an end; what we really do
need now is a programme for action, and that's what we're trying to impress on the
government through this report”™.

2.12. Scan through the article and contextualise the following vocabulary.

the Environmental Audit Committee; to tackle climate change; to reduce green-
house gas emissions; o bring down greenhouse gas emissions; the developed
world; Committee chairman; to call on the govemment; 1o draw up a clear plan of
action; the European Emissions Trading Scheme; to be central in doing smth.; to
have minimal impact on; lead to windfall profits; electricity generators; to be em-
broiled in a legal dispute with smb. over smth.; emission allowances; 1o squander
one’s reputation; leadership on climate change; to be achieved by technology and
market mechanisms alone: the government chief scientist; serious problems facing
mankind; to put an issue al the head of the agenda; to translate rhetoric into action;
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to provide clear policies; to direct the international community; to set out a list of

achicvable goals; to get America engaged with the problem; time is drawing to an
end; to impress on the government through the report.

2.13. Find the English equivalents for the following words and expressions.

AOHECTH MBICAR 00 NMPABHTEALCTER C NoMOILE 00T, 3aKaHYHBAETCA Bpe-
M3, TIOIKTOMHTE AMEpUKY K pelleHHo npobnemsr; nepefith oT cios k aeny; no-
CTABMTE MEpef KeM-Tnbo AOCTHRHMER [elH; HANpaBnaTh MEXAYHAPOAHOE CO0b-
IECTRO, IHAYHTENEREE MpoGaeMLl, CTOALUIRE NEpell YeloBeqecTEOM, BOYTATLCH B
ARGy €...) KBOTE Ha BRGPOC M08, HEIHAYHTENRIO TOBMHATE HA ¥To-NHGO; GuTL
OCHOBHEIM 3ACMCHTOM B KaKOM-THOO NpOlEcce; CHU3ATH BRIOPOCH HapHHKOBLIX
ra308; MCKATE MYTH pelieHHA HpoDAeMBl MIMENEHHA KIHMATa, NPHIBATE NPaBH-
TEABCTEO K...; NPEACEHATE b KOMHCCHH; COCTABHTL HeTHuH naan neficrewi; Kos-
TET MO HAA30PY B oXpaHe OKpYyRAOmed cpeis; passHTEIE CTPAHB.

2.14. Points for discussion.

l. Define the main idea of the article.
2. What did the Environmental Audit Committee attack British ministers for?

_3. If you were the person in charge of the environmental protection what list of
achievable goals for the world community would you set out?
4, Summarise the article (100—150 words).
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